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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-8
The Beginning Facts Of The Gospel
- Mark One -
Mark moves quickly to set before his readers many of the beginning facts of the good news of Jesus Christ, God"s Son. (Mark 1:1) The good news or gospel of Jesus Christ is the New Testament message. The words of the gospel are "true and faithful" (Revelation 22:6) Jesus was the promised and expected Messiah and Mark writes Jesus" gospel.

The fact of John preparing the way - Mark 1:1-8 : Malchi had prophesied of John who would introduce the New Covenant and Jesus Christ. "Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming, says the Lord of hosts." (Malachi 3:1) Isaiah also wrote of one who would be a voice crying in the wilderness. His message would be, "...prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God." (Isaiah 40:3)

The law and the prophets were till John. From John onward the kingdom of God is preached. (Luke 16:16) John was a powerful preacher. He preached, (1) Baptism (Mark 1:4), (2) Repentance (Mark 1:4), (3) Remission of sins (Mark 1:4), (4) The greatness of Jesus, and (5) The power of God"s Son. (Mark 1:8) Jesus later said, "...Among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." (Luke 7:28)

Verses 9-13
The fact of Jesus" baptism and temptation - Mark 1:9-13 : Christ"s obscurity in Nazareth ends as He came to be baptized by John. Jesus" life was a life of humility. (Philippians 2:5-8) There are a number of years in the life of Jesus of which we have no details. He quietly and humbly prepared Himself for the work He came earth to do. Jesus was baptized to fulfill all of God"s requirements. He said, "...Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he allowed Him." (Matthew 3:15) After Jesus" baptism He was confessed by God. "Then a voice came from heaven, You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Mark 1:11) Baptism is still a vital part of God"s plan for our day. (Acts 22:16, Galatians 3:27)

Mark also allows us to observe that Jesus was tempted by Satan. Satan, (1) Has powers and lying wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:9), (2) Deceives the whole world (Revelation 12:9), (3) Hinders those who would serve God (1 Thessalonians 2:18), and (4) Takes advantage of people. (2 Corinthians 2:11) It is from the power of Satan that Christ came to bring deliverance. (Acts 26:18) Jesus faced temptation using what was "written." As temptation comes our way let us also use "what is written" in the word of God to resist the Devil.

Verses 14-34
The fact of Jesus" Galilean ministry - Mark 1:14-34 : John prepared the way. Then Jesus began to preach "the gospel of the kingdom." (Mark 1:14) Jesus came to set up His kingdom; His one church. The kingdom was "at hand" during His personal ministry. (Mark 1:15) It was to come in the lifetime of some of those who heard Him speak. "Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power." (Mark 9:1) The message for those that would enter the kingdom is faith plus obedience. At the end of the world the kingdom will be delivered back to God. "Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power." (1 Corinthians 15:24)

Mark also allows us to observe Jesus as He called His disciples. (Mark 1:16-20) Jesus is the Master teacher and therefore He called for men to be His disciples. Among those early disciples were four fisher-men, Peter, Andrew, James, and John. Jesus made use of ordinary men in setting up His kingdom. Whatever your circumstance or situation God can use you to build up this same kingdom. Those that follow Jesus are to become "fishers of men." "Then Jesus said to them, follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." (Mark 1:17) The early disciples left all to follow Jesus. Are you making any sacrifices to follow Jesus?

During His person ministry Jesus offered proof that He was the Son of God by miracles that he did. Mark records several of those miracles. Much of Jesus" teaching in Galilee was in and around Capernaum. He carefully observed the Sabbath. He lived as a Jew under the Law which required, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy." (Exodus 20:8) Jesus was different from the preachers of His day. There was much in His doctrine which is astonishing. Jesus worked genuine miracles for confirmation of His powerful doctrine. On this occasion Jesus cast a demon out of a man in the synagogue in Capernaum. The result was, "...immediately His fame spread throughout all the region around Galilee." (Mark 1:28)

Even after the fame of Jesus spread, He continued to do good. Wherever Christ went He went to do good. He entered Peter"s house and healed his mother-in-law of a great fever. (Mark 1:29-30) The touch of the Master healed her and strengthened her. Think of what the touch of the Master can do in our lives!

Jesus was able to cure all that were sick or demon possessed. (Mark 1:32-34) All the city gathered at Jesus" door to ask help. "But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings..." (Malachi 4:2) Jesus preached and healed publicly and house to house. Even those that denied that Jesus was the Son of God could not question the reality of His miracles.

Verses 35-45
The fact of Jesus preaching and healing in Galilee - Mark 1:35-45 : The preaching of Jesus was preceded by prayer. (Mark 1:35) Secret prayer prepared Jesus for powerful public preaching. No man has any business teaching in public until he has prayed in private. Jesus preached wherever there was opportunity. Lift up your eyes and look for teaching opportunities.

A leper came to Jesus with great humility and great confidence in His power. "If you are willing, you can make me clean." (Mark 1:40) Jesus was a man of great compassion. He even reached out and touched the man with leprosy. The man could not keep quiet about what Jesus had done for him. (Mark 1:40-45)

Mark writes a powerful account of the gospel; concerning things Jesus did and said. His is a gospel of action. He moves quickly to present the powerful Savior. Read Mark chapter one and be impressed with Jesus, the SON OF GOD. The design of the gospel is that all will learn who Jesus is, come to appreciate His sacrifice and submit to His will in humble obedience.

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
Jesus Can Forgive Sins
- Mark Two -
Mark chapter two begins a look at Jesus as he faced controversies with the opposing Pharisees. It was difficult for the Jews to accept the fact that it was God"s plan trough Christ for Christianity to replace Judaism.

After His temptation Jesus returned to a house in Capernaum. There Jesus was swamped with a host of people desiring to have healing and to hear Him preach. Jesus healed a man that was let down through the roof. He forgave the man"s sins. If God is the only one with authority to forgive sins, then by this action Jesus shows Himself to be God in the flesh.

A multitude gathered with Jesus. As He passed by He called Levi (Matthew) to follow Him. He went into the house of Levi and ate with many publicans and sinners. The Pharisees criticized saying, "How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?" Jesus replied, "They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."

Jesus was upsetting to the norm in every way. The people could not understand why His disciples did not fast. Jesus explained by identifying Himself as the bridegroom that was still present with them. Jesus also disturbed religious tradition by the manner in which He observed the Sabbath. God had commanded Sabbath keeping. Therefore, it was holy. If Jesus failed to properly keep the Sabbath His claims about Himself and His mission could be questioned.

Verses 1-12
Lessons From A Crippled Man - Mark 2:1-12
Immediately after Jesus was tempted by Satan he returned to Capernaum. There He healed a crippled man that was let down through the roof. Let us observe:

Faith overcomes difficulties. The four men could have easily said, "Too many people" or "too much trouble." Yet they went up on the roof and removed some tiles and let the man down before Jesus. We must possess this same bold faith that allows us to overcome life"s obstacles through Jesus.

Faith brought the Lord"s blessings: Saving faith is always obedient faith. And in this case the faith of these four men prompted the Lord to provide an even great blessing than they expected. They desired that the Lord would heal the body of this man. In addition to that the Lord said, "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." Obedient faith brings great blessings from God.

Faith brought these men to observe Divine authority: Jesus wanted them to not only believe that He could perform miracles but that He was God in the flesh. It is amazing how the tide of life turns when one"s being is given over to the authority of God. A worthless and wasted life can become meaningful and strong through the Christ. God can forgive sins and change lives!

Faith overcomes human criticism. The Devil always finds ways to discourage good works. He especially hurts and hinders Christians and the church through criticism. The critics of Jesus asked, "Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?" Likely with any good work that we try to do there will always be some critic there asking why. Faith fortifies us against the Devil"s criticism!

The Bible says, "Many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized." These Corinthians had saving faith. Do you have this same kind of faith?

Verses 13-17
Jesus chose Levi, a tax collector - Mark 2:13-17 : Next we observe Jesus by the Sea of Galilee. Crowds always came, many to be healed and some to hear and learn. As He walked along He saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus. Levi (Matthew) was a tax collector. When Jesus called him he rose and followed Him. He would become an apostle and write a gospel that bears his name. Jesus was invited into Levi"s house for a meal. Many tax collectors and other sinners that had become followers of Jesus were also guests at the dinner.

The Pharisees saw this and continued their criticism of Jesus. They asked, "Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?" These self-righteous people felt that the Lord should not lower Himself to the social rank of eating with such people. If these critics were as righteous as they claimed they would have realized that "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick." It is the sinner that needs the Savior. These people knew that they were sinners. The Pharisees were blind to the fact that they also were lost.

Verses 18-22
People ask about fasting - Mark 2:18-22 : Some of the Pharisees asked Jesus, "Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?" Fasting was not a commanded by God as a general religious practice. John the Baptist was dead and his disciples were fasting in his memory. Jesus identified Himself as the bridegroom and He said His disciples would fast after the wedding. It would be appropriate for His special friends to lament after He was gone.

Jesus gave the illustration of the new cloth on the old garment. He was doing the right thing at the right time. He did not come to patch up Judaism with the new teachings of Christianity. Christianity was a new and better way. The new wine in old wineskins also teaches the lesson of doing the right thing at the right time. Jesus" new teachings could not be subordinated to Jewish customs. They simply would not fit. Something would break.

What about fasting today? Christians are not commanded to fast under the New Testament. When Christ spoke of fasting He spoke of it as a matter of private devotion to God. (Matthew 6:16-18) Fasting can provide strength and encouragement for the Christian. However, since we find neither a certain time nor required observance for fasting in the New Testament, we conclude that fasting is an individual activity determined by each Christian.

Verses 23-28
A question about the Sabbath - Mark 2:23-28 : Jesus and His disciples were condemned by the Pharisees for picking grain on the Sabbath. They were not condemned for taking the grain. Deuteronomy 23:24-25 gave the right for personal use of the grain. They just could not take any away. The Pharisees said, "Why are your disciples picking grain on the Sabbath? They are not supposed to do that!" The Pharisees objection was because they did this on the Sabbath.

Jesus asked them, "Have you never read what David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and those who were with him." Jesus wanted them to know that they had read this account and that they were just being inconsistent about their reactions to the two situations. During the days of Abiathar the high priest David and his men ate the bread that had been on the table in the tabernacle. It had served its religious purpose and therefore it was no desecration of it for David to eat it. Jesus concluded by saying, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath." He wanted it understood that "the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath." Law is no greater than the authority behind it. Jesus and His Father had given the Sabbath Law.

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
Jesus Called His Apostles
- Mark Three -
In Mark three Jesus' conflicts with the Pharisees continued. He healed people and they felt that His actions violated all their rules. In this chapter we also have record of Jesus calling twelve apostles and giving them power to preach, heal and cast out demons. The fact that Jesus healed a crippled man on the Sabbath Day incited the Pharisees against Him even more. Jesus wanted it understood that you could do good on the Sabbath Day just like you can do good on any other day.

Large crowds followed Jesus as He moved about. By the sea they pressed upon Him. As the crowds gathered Jesus both healed people and preached. After this Jesus called aside into a mountain certain disciples that he named Apostles. He selected twelve apostles just like there had been twelve tribes in Israel. Even in spite of the criticism Jesus just kept preaching and healing and working. His popularity was growing tremendously.

Jesus" own family was deeply concerned about Him. It is amazing the simplicity with which the Bible disposes of religious error. Some teach the error of the perpetual virginity of Mary. God"s word provides us with the names of several of Jesus" siblings. However here Jesus wanted to prove that His real family is those that are obedient to the will of God. Our fleshly relationships last only a few years. Those in God"s family through obedience to the gospel have a relationship for eternity.

Verses 1-6
A Man with a Crippled Hand - Mark 3:1-6 : During His personal ministry Jesus went about doing good. Peter spoke of "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him." (Acts 10:38) Jesus was often in the synagogue, the place of Jewish meetings. On this occasion a man with a crippled hand was there. The Pharisees were constantly watching Jesus to find some wrong to accuse Him of. This time they watched to see if Jesus would heal this man on the Sabbath. Their concern was not for the man. They only wanted to trap Jesus either in what He did or what He said.

Jesus did not live His life in seclusion so he asked the man to stand up so that everyone could see him. Jesus asked if good or evil should be done on the Sabbath. He wanted the Pharisees to think about whether someone"s life should be saved or destroyed on the Sabbath. But they were silent when Jesus asked His questions. Jesus felt anger toward the people because they were so stubborn. Jesus" anger was not anything inappropriate. In His anger He felt sorry for these people. He told the man, "Stretch out your hand." "He stretched it out, and his hand was restored." The Pharisees left quickly and began their plans with the Herodians (Herod"s followers) to kill Jesus.

Verses 7-19
Jesus Chooses His Twelve Apostles - Mark 3:7-19 : Jesus went to the shore of the lake with His disciples. A large crowd followed Him there. The people from many places heard of the things that Jesus was doing and they came to Him. He instructed the disciples to get a boat ready for Him because the crowd was pressing so against Him. Jesus healed many sick people and all that had diseases were trying to touch him. Even the evil spirits would fall to the ground and shout out, "You are the Son of God!" Jesus commanded the evil spirits to not to make Him known.

Jesus called some of His disciples up on a mountain with Him. There he chose twelve of them to be his apostles. He wanted them to be with Him and he wanted to send them out to preach. The Lord chose Simon He named him Peter. He also chose the sons of thunder, James and John. Other apostles were Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus and Simon. There was also Judas Iscariot, who later betrayed Jesus. The apostles were special men with special powers to do a special work for God.

Verses 20-30
Jesus and the Ruler of Demons - Mark 3:20-30 : When Jesus went home the crowd gathered again. There was not even an opportunity for Jesus to eat. Sadly when Jesus" own family heard what He was doing they went out to seize him and get him under control because they thought he was crazy. The scribes or teachers of the Law of Moses came from Jerusalem and said, "He is possessed by Beelzebub," and "by the prince of demons he casts out the demons."

Jesus often used parables in His teaching so He spoke to these people saying, "How can Satan cast out Satan? A nation or kingdom fighting against itself want last very long. A family that fights soon destroys itself. "If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand." Jesus was not doing what He did by the power of Satan. If Satan was fighting against himself he could not stand. When Jesus entered this world He entered the strong man"s house and bound the strong man (Satan.) Everyone should recognize that what Jesus is doing is opposed to Satan and what Satan is doing is opposed to Jesus.

Jesus promised these people that they could be forgiven of every sin but that of blasphemes against the Holy Spirit. This person has no forgiveness. Jesus explained what this sin was. Jesus said blaspheme against the Holy Spirit was when people were saying that He had an evil spirit in Him. It was the sin of looking at the pure and holy life of Jesus Christ as being evil and from Satan. It is the soul"s deliberate choice to call good evil and evil good.

Verses 31-35
Jesus" Mother and Brothers - Mark 3:31-35 : Jesus" mother and brothers heard what was going on. They thought he was mad or beside himself. They sent someone with a message for him to come out to them. He was told "Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you." You can just imagine the deep concern that Jesus" family had for Him. Jesus had both brothers and sisters. "Is not this the carpenter"s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? (Matthew 13:55-56) Mary was not a perpetual virgin instead she was the mother of several children.

Jesus asked, "Who is my mother and who are my brothers?" Jesus said that anyone that obeyed God is His brother or sister or mother. It is obedience to the will of God that separates the saved from the lost. "Faith only" has become the teaching of the majority of the religious world but Jesus taught that faith plus obedience equals salvation. Are you willing to obey?

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
Jesus Taught In Parables
- Mark Four -
Jesus was the master teacher. He often used parables to explain His simple truths. Mark chapter four is very much like Matthew 13. Large crowds were attracted to Jesus. Some came hoping for a miracle. Others came to hear His powerful teaching. The crowds were now so large that Jesus got into a boat and taught them. One of Jesus parables was that of the seed and the sower.

The seed was sown in different soils and of course the result was very different. Jesus taught in parables so that those that were interested could learn about forgiveness and salvation. When Jesus was alone with the twelve He explained that the seed was the word of God. He said that it fell into different kinds of soils and brought forth different results. His message was simple and should have been accepted by all that heard.

After both giving and explaining the parable of the seed and the sower Jesus gave other parables. He used a candle and other seed to make known His truth. Our Lord was amazing both in teaching and in action. He could sleep in a boat on the sea during a storm and He could even still the storm and bring about a great calm. What a mighty God we serve!

Verses 1-12
The parable of the seed given - Mark 4:1-12 : Jesus again taught by the Sea of Galilee. A very large crowd gathered He sat in a boat out on the lake and taught. He taught many things in parables. A parable was taking something that had happened or could happen and teaching a spiritual lesson with that story. One parable was that of a sower that went out to sow his seed. The seed sown had different results.

Some of the seed fell along the road and was eaten by birds. There was some rocky ground and some of the seed feel there. The soil was not deep and so when the sun came up, the plants were scorched and died. Other seed fell among thorns that choked it and it produced no grain. There was some of the seed that feel in good soil and it grew and produced. The seed yielded thirty-fold and sixty-fold and hundred-fold. Jesus repeated the statement "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."
The apostles did not understand the parable so they asked the Lord for an explanation. We must all do our best to make sure that we understand the Lord"s teachings also. Jesus told His apostles, "To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables." These people were unwilling to grasp heaven"s truths because many of these truths would condemn their sinful way of living.

Verses 13-20
The parable of the seed explained - Mark 4:13-20 : Jesus told the apostles that this was a simple parable. If they could not understand this one, they would certainly not understand other parables. He said the seed that was sown was the word of God. The seed fell into different kinds of hearts. The seed that fell along the road was those people that heard the word and Satan came and snatched it quickly out of their hearts. The seed that fell on rocky ground represented those people that with joy received the word but never developed spiritual depth. When life got heard they gave up the faith.

Some seed fell among thorns. These people heard the word of God. Sadly, "the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choked the word, and it becometh unfruitful." They never produced any fruit for God. There were some seed that produced fruit. They fell on good ground and they produced thirty-fold and sixty-fold and even a hundred-fold. These people had good and honest hearts and did their best in serving God faithfully.

Verses 21-34
Jesus spoke about candles and seed - Mark 4:21-34 : Often we act much more foolish in our spiritual lives than we would ever consider doing in our physical lives. Men would never light a candle to produce light for the house and then cover it with something. However we may allow some foolish conduct to cover our spiritual light and destroy our influence for good. Let us remember that there is coming a day when every secret thing will come to light.

Again the Lord repeated, "If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." An additional admonition is also given concerning our hearing. Our attitude in hearing is important so the Bible says, "Take heed therefore how ye hear..." (Luke 8:18) But here the Lord said, "Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you." Listen carefully to what you hear. Pay careful attention to what is said.

The Lord again used seed to help explain the kingdom. He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground." He may not understand how the seed grows in the ground but it does. Jesus wanted us to understand that what we do becomes an influence that continues to live and act whether we are aware of it or not. With faith and patience let us serve and await God"s judgment.

To gain their attention Jesus asked, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it?" He said, "It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, But once it is planted, it grows larger than any garden plant. It even puts out branches that are big enough for birds to nest in its shade." From a very small beginning the kingdom would become strong and from small begin-nings the knowledge that people have of God and their relationship with him can grow strong.

Verses 35-41
Jesus calmed the storm - Mark 4:35-41 : Jesus did many powerful things to prove that He is Lord of all. On this night they and some other little boats were crossing the sea. The Bible says, "He was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow." A horrible storm came upon them as Jesus slept in the boat. As the waves splashed in the boat was about to sink.

His disciples awoke Him saying, "Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" Jesus commanded the winds to cease and there was a great calm. Jesus explained to them that they should have faith and not fear. The disciples feared or were filled with amazement saying, "What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?"

We serve a mighty Lord that "Even the wind and the waves obey him!" When our lives are being tossed by the storms of the world we can find peace and calm in the Lord.

05 Chapter 5 

Introduction
Jesus Demonstrated Divine Power
- Mark Five -
Mark chapter five provides several examples of the Divine power of Jesus. He (1) Cast out a "legion" of demons, (2) He healed a woman that touched His garment, and (3) He raised a girl from the dead. Jesus had power over nature, the spirit world and all kinds of sickness and disease. There is no doubt that Jesus is the Son of the Living God.

When Jesus allowed the demons to go into the swine the herd ran into the sea and was drown. We observe that people are often more concerned about property than they are about people. Some were more concerned about the hogs than they were that the demon possessed men had been healed. (Matthew 8:28-34)

A man named Jairus, one of the rulers of the synagogue, came to Jesus asking Him to help his daughter. Jairus was an important person in his community. The girl was about twelve years old. She died and Jesus raised her from the dead. While Jesus was on his way to Jairus" house a woman with an issue of blood touched His garment and was healed. Both accounts show Jesus" power to heal the sick.

Verses 1-9
Jesus healed a demon-possessed man - Mark 5:1-9 : Jesus and his disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee and came to the area of the Gerasenes. This was on the eastern shore of Galilee. As Jesus got out of the boat he was met by a man with an evil spirit. He came out of the tombs. The evil sprits had caused the man to live in tombs and had given him extra ordinary strength. "No one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain."
He was just a mad man. Attempts had been made to bind him with shackles and chains, but he twisted the chains apart, and broke the shackles. He was constantly in the tombs or on the hills, yelling and cutting himself with stones, both night and day. When the man saw Jesus he ran to Him and fell down before Him. The tormented man asked Jesus to promise that He would not torture him. The demos realized that if they came out of the man that they would likely have to return to punishment in Hades. "Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" He replied, "My name is Legion, for we are many."

Verses 10-20
Jesus sent the demons into the swine - Mark 5:10-20 : The demons begged Jesus not to send them out of the country. There was a herd of about 2,000 swine feeding on the hillside. The evil spirits begged Jesus, "Send us into those pigs!" Jesus gave them permission to go into the pigs. The entire herd of about two thousand pigs rushed into the sea and was drowned. We are not told whether the men taking care of the pigs knew why this had happened. We do know that they ran to the town and the farms to spread the news. When the word was spread the people came out to see what had happened.

When the people came they saw the man that had been demon-possessed sitting, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. It is now that they seem to decide that what had happened with the demon-possessed man had something to do with the pigs. Instead of recognizing Jesus as the Son of God, accepting Him as Lord and obeying Him they started begging Him to leave their country. It would be natural that the man that was healed would want to go on the boat with Jesus. Instead Jesus told him to "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you and how he has had mercy on you."
Verses 21-34
Jesus healed a woman that touched His garment - Mark 5:21-34 : Jesus once again returned to the western shore of the Sea of Galilee and as usual a large crowd followed him. A man named Jairus came to Jesus and fell at His feet. He was one of the rulers of the synagogue. This would have been an important role to fulfill. But troubles are no respecter of persons. In this case the man"s daughter was at the point of death. He said, "My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live."
As Jesus journeyed with Jairus a great crowd followed Him. One person was a poor woman that had been hemorrhaging for twelve years. Mark said, she "had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse." (Mark 5:26) Doctor Luke said it a little milder, "And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any." (Luke 8:43) This woman felt that she could be healed if she could only touch Jesus" cloths. She came up behind Him in the crowd and barely touched His garments. As soon as she touched the garment of Jesus, her bleeding stopped. She knew right away that she had been healed. Jesus knew that power had gone out from Him so He asked "Who touched my garments?" She came trembling with fear and knelt down before Jesus and told her story. How her heart must have rejoiced when Jesus said, "You are now well because of your faith. May God give you peace! You are healed, and you will no longer be in pain." Truly, this man is the Son of God!

Verses 35-43
Jesus healed Jairus' daughter - Mark 5:35-43 : Jairus must had been very sad about his delay. Especially when word came from his house that his daughter had died and that he should not bother Jesus any more. Jesus heard what was said and He reassured that man saying, "Do not fear, only believe." Apparently these events took place very near Jairus" house. Jesus stopped the multitude and He took only three of the Apostles into Jairus" house. They were Peter, James and John. When they arrived they saw a commotion, with people weeping and wailing loudly.

How bewildered they must have been when Jesus asked them why they were crying and they heard Him say that the child was not dead but sleeping. In fact they laughed Him to scorn. However Jesus is the Son of God and He knew the child would live. Jesus put everyone out except the child"s parents and His three apostles. He took the child by the hand, I think in respect to the request of Jairus for Him to touch her, and said, "Talitha cumi" which means "Little girl, get up!" The little girl was about twelve years old so she got up and began walking about. Jesus told them to give the child some food and not make know what had happened. Obviously is not wrong to tell what had happen because Mark wrote it down. Jesus was humble. He was the Son of God. He wanted people drawn to Him because of who He was not because of what He did!

06 Chapter 6 

Introduction
A Prophet In His Own Country
- Mark Six -
Mark chapter six continues to trace the personal ministry of Jesus. Jesus went to His home area and He was not received very warmly. He preached in the synagogue on the Sabbath Day and the people were astonished at what He said. The apostles had been with Jesus for some time now. They had been observing Him as well as hearing both His public and private teaching. He now sent them out to preach and do miracles.

Some thought that Jesus must have been John the Baptist raised from the dead. Both John and Jesus were on the mission of bringing people to repentance and baptism. John was beheaded because he had told Herod that it was not right for him to have his brother"s wife.

In Mark six we also have two of Jesus" very famous miracles, feeding five thousand and walking on the water. With only five loaves and two fish Jesus fed a multitude of people. Jesus also walked on the sea and came to his disciples as they were toiling against contrary winds. His disciples were amazed. Today we still stand amazed at the power of Jesus, the Son of God.

Verses 1-13
Jesus gave the apostles their assignments - Mark 6:1-13 : Jesus revisited his boyhood home of Nazareth. He had adopted Capernaum as His home and He did many of His mighty works there. Jesus had lived around and among these people for almost thirty years. They were astonished at His teaching. They asked, (1) Where did this man acquire this wisdom? (2) What is the given to Him? And (3) what mighty works and powers are wrought by His hands? They looked at Jesus as "the Carpenter." They knew His mother, Mary and His brothers, James and Joses and Judas and Simon. They also knew His sisters. Jesus said, "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and among his relatives and in his own house." He could not do much there because of the attitude that the people had toward Him. He did lay his hands on a few people and heal them.

Jesus called His apostles and sent them out with authority to preach and to heal. They were His ambassadors. They were only to take the basic necessities for their journey. He wanted them to learn to depend on God. God would use the believers to provide for the needs of His apostles. When they went into a city they were to stay in one house till they left that place. They were to shake off the dust from their feet against any city that refused them or that refused God"s message. He said, "Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the judgment day than for that town."
Verses 14-29
The fate of John the Baptist - Mark 6:14-29 : Guilt caused Herod to believe that Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead. Many, through the years, have believed the erroneous doctrine of the "transmigration of the soul." Others said He was Elijah or one of the prophets. Herod had married his bother"s wife. John told Herod that it was unlawful for him to have Herodias as his wife. God had said, "Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother"s wife: it is thy brother"s nakedness."(Leviticus 18:16)

Herodias" anger against John caused her to want him dead. The opportunity came at Herod"s birthday banquet. When Herodias" daughter danced for the lustful Herod he said, "Ask me for whatever you desire, and I will give it to you." The girl asked her mother what to request and her mother said, "The head of John the Baptist!" John"s head was lopped off and put on a platter and handed to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. I wonder what became of the head of this righteous man. John"s disciples learned about what had happened and they came and buried his body.

Verses 30-44
Jesus Fed the Five Thousand - Mark 6:30-44 : The apostles returned to Jesus and told Him what they had done and what they had taught. He wanted them to have a little time to rest so he took them to a deserted place. With the continual coming of so many people they had not even had time to eat. They slipped away from the crowd and went away in a boat to a solitary place by themselves. The people saw what was happening and ran on foot and got there before the boat landed. Compassion caused Jesus to go out among the crowd to teach and to help them. It was late in the day so his disciples asked Him to send the people away to buy food.

Instead of sending the people away Jesus told His disciples to give them something to eat. He said, "How many loaves do you have? Go and see." They looked and found five loaves and two fish. Jesus commanded the people to sit on the green grass. They sat in groups of hundreds and fifties. He took the five loaves and two fish; He looked up to heaven and, gave thanks. He gave the loaves and fish to the disciples to give to the people. The people ate and were satisfied. The number of men that ate was about five thousand. When the people had eaten all they wanted they took up twelve baskets full of fragments.

Verses 45-56
Jesus performed great miracles - Mark 6:45-56 : Jesus sent the disciples across the sea to Bethsaida. He stayed behind to send the multitude away. After He sent them away He went up into a mountain to pray. The boat in which the disciples were was in the middle of the sea and the Savior was still on land. Jesus saw that they were having trouble rowing against a strong wind. So he went to them walking on the water. When they saw Him walking on the water they thought it was a ghost and cried out with terror. Jesus said, "Be of good cheer: it is I be not afraid." He got in the boat with them. At that moment the wind ceased. The disciples were astonished beyond measure. They forgot that Jesus had just fed the multitude by miracle. He is the Son of the living God.

When they had crossed over the sea, they came into the land of Gennesaret and came ashore there. Gennesaret was on the east shore of the Sea of Galilee. The people of Gennesaret had seen Jesus before and knew about His mighty works. They knew how that He had shown compassion in healing many. So they ran about the whole countryside, and began to carry around sick people to any place where they heard that He was. When Jesus came into villages or cities or the country the sick were laid before Him. The people begged Him that they might touch even the border of His garment, and as many as touched Him were restored to health. Truly this man is the Son of God!

07 Chapter 7 

Introduction
Jesus Did All Things Well
- Mark Seven -
Jesus was in constant conflict with Jewish traditions. He is careful to explain what defiles a person and what does not defile. He shows that what a person eats is not nearly as important as what he thinks. The Pharisees were concerned because Jesus" disciples failed to wash their hands in a ceremonial way before eating and Jesus did nothing about it. They had violated Jewish tradition. Jesus pointed out that they were putting human tradition ahead of the commandments of God. The doctrines of men took their hearts far from God and made their worship void. The doctrines of men also make worship vain today!

A Syrophenician woman had a young daughter that was possessed by an unclean spirit. She heard Jesus and came and fell at His feet asking for help. The fact that the woman believed that everyone needed Jesus and could benefit from His help prompted the Lord to heal her child. Jesus also healed a man that was deaf and had an impediment in his speech. He was healed completely, both in hearing and in speaking.

Verses 1-13
Human traditions and the commandments of men - Mark 7:1-13 : The Scribes and the Pharisees were constant foes of Jesus. Pharisees were a strict religious sect of the Jews. The Scribes copied and taught the Law of Moses.

These people constantly watched for something to accuse Jesus of. Their present complaint was that Jesus" disciples did not honor the custom of the ceremonial washing of hands before eating. This was not just ordinary hand washing for sanitary purposes. This was a tradition or custom handed down to them by their fore-fathers. There were many oral, man-made laws handed down to them that the Pharisees felt that they should observe. These included the washing of cups, and pots, brazen vessels and of tables in some ceremonial way.

The Pharisees and Scribes" criticism was based on the fact that the disciples of Jesus disregarded traditions handed down by the fore-fathers. They were more concerned about tradition than truth. Jesus applied Isaiah"s prophecy to these people. "Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men" (Isaiah 29:13) Jesus called them hypocrites! Worship based on the commandments of men is vain. They also found ways to nullify God"s commandments by their traditions. Jesus illustrated this by showing that instead of taking care of their age able parents they would say it is Corban, that is, is a gift offered to God. They then felt secure in disobeying divine Law because of human tradition.

Verses 14-23
What really defiles a person - Mark 7:14-23 : The desire of Jesus was that the people would listen to and understand His teaching. The thing that defiles a person is not some dirt on their hands or failing to follow some ceremonial washing. It is what comes out of a man that defiles him or makes him unclean. Jesus wanted each person to hear the truth, learn that message and conform their life thereto.

In the house, Jesus" disciples asked for an explanation of the parable. He asked them if they did not understand that what entered a man from the outside can not make him unclean. The things that enter a man from the outside do not reach his heart. They are eliminated from the body along with other waste matter. By these words Jesus pronounced all foods clean thus showing that the ceremonial distinctions concerning food in the Levitical Law would end. (Leviticus 11) The things that defile a man are the things that come from his heart: things like evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride and foolishness. These defile because they come from a corrupt heart and produce an evil life.

Verses 24-30
The Syrophenician woman's faith - Mark 7:24-30 : Jesus left the vicinity of the Sea of Galilee and journeyed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. He went into a house but it was impossible to be hidden from public notice. A Gentile woman, a Syrophenician lady came and fell at the feet of Jesus and begged Him repeatedly to heal her young, demon possessed daughter. Jesus responded to this woman in what sounds like a harsh response. He said, "Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children"s bread, and to cast it unto the dogs."
The woman did not resent what the Lord said. Her reply was "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat the little children"s scraps of food." She would be more than willing to accept the healing of her daughter as crumbs and leave the bulk of the Lord"s teaching and work for the Jews. What the woman said pleased the Lord and He assured her that her daughter had been healed permanently. Matthew said the girl had been "grievously vexed" by the demon. (Matthew 15:22) When the mother returned home she found the girl just as the Lord had said. The demon was gone out and the girl was lying on a bed or couch.

Verses 31-37
Jesus Healed a Deaf Man - Mark 7:31-37 : Soon after the events with the Syrophenician woman Jesus went to the ten city region of Decapolis on the east side of the Jordan. There a deaf man was brought to Him. The man also had difficulty speaking. Often those that have never heard speech have problems trying to speak clearly. They desired that Jesus would put His hands on this man and heal him. In a most unusual moment Jesus took the man aside from the crowd. He put His fingers into the man"s ears and spat and touched his tongue. He looked up to heaven and said, "Ephphatha," which means, "be opened!" Jesus could have healed the man in any way He saw fit but in this case He did chose to touch him.

When Jesus said "Ephphatha," which means, "be opened," the result was immediate. Jesus looked up to God in heaven because they always work as partners. The Bible says, "His ears were opened, his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak distinctly and as he should." (Mark 7:35) Jesus commanded them to tell no man because He did not want them thinking that He was doing miracles just to become famous. His desire was to convince people that He is the Son of God. But the more He commanded them not to tell anyone, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astonished at Jesus. They said, "He hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak." The proof that Jesus did all things well was in the fact that here is this man that they all were aquatinted with and now he can both hear and speak clearly.

08 Chapter 8 

Introduction
Seeing Jesus As God"s Son
- Mark Eight -
Mark provided more proof that Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God. In Mark chapter eight we have record of Jesus feeding four thousand people with seven loaves and a few small fish. He also healed a blind man in Bethsaida. Again the Pharisees tempted Jesus desiring a sign from Him. His reply was, "There shall no sign be given unto this generation." His miracles provided ample proof that He is indeed the Son of God. There was no need for any other sign to be given. The Pharisees were very hypocritical as they kept challenging Jesus and kept rejecting His authority.

While the Pharisees rejected Jesus Peter confessed His true nature as the Messiah. From this point in the personal ministry of Jesus and onward everything led directly to His eventual suffering, death and resurrection. Jesus was indeed the Messiah, but He also identified Himself as the "Son of man." After Jesus" prediction of His suffering and death, He described the sort of life that He expected His followers to lead in His absence. Jesus said, "Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me."

Verses 1-21
Jesus is our powerful Lord -- Mark 8:1-21 : The multitudes of people still followed Jesus. Great leaders always train others. Therefore, Jesus did much of what He did through His apostles. He had pity or compassion on these people because they have been with Him for three days without food. The people had come from a great distance away and He was concerned that they would faint on the way home. The disciples asked, "How will it be possible to get enough food for these men here in this wilderness?" How strange that they seemed to have forgotten the feeding of the five thousand.

Jesus often asked His disciples questions. It was not for the purpose of gaining information, but He asked as a means of drawing the attention of the disciples to the matter at hand. He asked how much bread they had. Their answer was that they had seven loaves and a few small fish. Jesus had his disciples to ask the people to sit down. He then looked to heaven and blessed the loaves and fish or gave thanks for them. They were divided among the disciples who then shared them out with the people. The four thousand people were given all that they wanted. After they had eaten, seven baskets of fragments were collected and then the people were sent away.

In Dalmanutha the Pharisees asked Jesus questions tempting Him. They desired "a sign" after all that He had already done. Jesus was sad because they kept acting in their usual hypocritical manner. In Matthew 16:4 we learn that Jesus did given them Jonah as a sign and then He left them. As the disciples moved about with Jesus He warned them to "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod." At first they thought He said this because they had forgotten to take bread. They came to understand that "He bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." (Matthew 16:12)

Verses 22-30
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God -- Mark 8:22-30 : Faith in Jesus continued to grow among many people as He went about doing good. They brought a blind man to Him for healing. He took the man aside and with saliva touched his eyes. At first the man could see but things were out of focus. He saw men as trees walking. The Lord could have just as easily healed the man completely. He wanted to show that He is sovereign concerning His blessings and gave them on His terms, not on man"s terms. We receive God"s grace and salvation the same way, not on our terms but on His terms.

Jesus" miracles prove that He is the Messiah, the Son of God, and Savior of the world. He wanted to make sure that His disciples understood His mission and purpose. He first asked "Whom do men say that I am?" Many had high opinions of Jesus saying that He was John the Baptist, Elias or one of the prophets. Then He asked "Whom say ye that I am?" Their answer was "Thou art the Christ." They believed that Jesus was the promised and long expected Messiah. We must believe the same today. To be a Christian is to believe that Jesus is the Christ and to live and act accordingly.

Verses 31-33
Jesus foretold His suffering & death -- Mark 8:31-33 : Now that the disciples are convinced by Jesus" miracles that He is the Messiah they will be able to understand His imminent suffering and death. So "He began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again." (Mark 8:31) Instead of being crowned as an earthly king He would be crucified and after three days He would rise again. His sacrifice would be the means of our salvation. Peter opposed what Jesus said. He took him, and began to rebuke Him concerning what He had said about His suffering and death. Peter loved the Lord and did not want to think about Him having to suffer.

Jesus looked at the other disciples to see if they agreed with Peter. He told Peter "Get thee behind me, Satan." Peter spoke as one that did not understand the purpose and power of Christ"s suffering. He did not seem to understand that the death of Jesus was necessary to the destruction of Satan and the salvation of man. His death would be for the glory of God. By the death of the Savior many sons will be brought to glory.

Verses 34-38
Jesus" instructions on discipleship -- Mark 8:34-38 : If we truly believe that Jesus is the Messiah we will follow Him at all cost. He calls people to Him, to know Him and to lovingly obey Him. The result of this loving obedience is that Jesus will heal sin sick souls. He said, "Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." God"s people must accommodate themselves to the will of God in all thoughts and actions. We must resolve that we will never forsake our Lord.

We must not dread the loss of our life for the sake of Christ. The loss of your life to gain Christ is the fountain of eternal hope. All that you lose for Christ in this life will be more than made up for in a far better life to come. Let us remember "that life is sweet, and death is bitter, but eternal death is more bitter, and eternal life is more sweet." Those that are ashamed of Christ in this world shall not share with Him in His glory in the world to come.

09 Chapter 9 

Introduction
The Final Trip To Jerusalem Begins 
- Mark Nine -
Mark nine gives insight into the time of the coming of the Lord"s kingdom. Jesus said, "Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power." (Mark 9:1) This chapter also records the events associated with the transfiguration of Jesus. Jesus appeared with Moses and Elijah. These men represent Jewish Law and prophecy. Jesus was the fulfillment of what was written in the Law and in the prophets concerning the Messiah.

When Jesus came down from the mountain He was confronted with a boy that His disciples had been unable to help. Jesus said, "This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting." As Jesus continued on through Galilee He taught His disciples about his suffering, death and resurrection. (Mark 9:30-32) He also taught them that the meaning of true greatness was leaning to serve. (Mark 9:33-37)

Jesus discussed a point raised by John concerning one casting out demons that was not with the apostles. The person under consideration was not a false teacher; instead he was someone that was serving Christ faithfully. (Mark 9:38-40) He also gave a series of warnings against those so foolish as to give in to temptation and to lead others astray.

Verses 1-13
The mountain top experience -- Mark 9:1-13 : Mark wrote a prediction of the certain and soon coming of the Lord"s kingdom. The kingdom was to come during the lifetime of some of those that heard Jesus speak. His kingdom is the blood purchased church of Christ. The kingdom would have its beginning as the gospel was preached following the resurrection of Jesus. Acts chapter two provides record of the keeping of this promise. The church or kingdom had its beginning with power on that Pentecost day.

Jesus was again proven to be the son of God as Peter, James and John saw Him transfigured with Moses and Elijah. During the transfiguration Jesus" garments became white and shinning. The apostles were overcome with fear and did not know what to say. Peter suggested building three tabernacles or tents, one for Moses, one for Elijah and one for Jesus. In addition to seeing Moses, the great Law giver and Elijah, the great prophet they heard the voice of God say of Jesus, "This is my beloved Son: hear him." As they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should "tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead." (Mark 9:9) The Lord had appointed a certain time as to when the gospel should be preached. As they came from the mountain Jesus gave a more complete explanation of His resurrection from the dead. He also spoke of the work of John the Baptist that had been called that "Elijah" that was to come.

Verses 14-29
What does belief look like? -- Mark 9:14-29 : Coming down from the mountain Jesus was confronted with confusion and sadness among his disciples and other. The disciples had been unable to help a demon possessed boy. Jesus asked a scribe, "What question ye with them?" The father of the boy described his situation to Jesus. "Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not." (Mark 9:17-18)

When our children or others are hurting we should bring them to Jesus. As the boy was brought to Jesus the evil spirit again attacked him. He fell on the ground wallowing and foaming at the mouth. The father of the child asked Jesus that if He could help to have compassion and to help his son. The good news is that Jesus can help and He did help. Jesus knew that He could help but He wanted the man to believe that He could help. Jesus said to the father of the boy, "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth." The father expressed belief but asked Jesus to help him have even more faith. As the demon saw what was happening he tore the young man even more leaving him as if dead. The other disciples were not able to cast him out because of a lack of prayer and fasting.

Verses 30-35
Being the greatest in the kingdom -- Mark 9:30-35 : Jesus again taught His disciples that, "The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day." (Mark 9:31) They did not understand what He was talking about when He spoke of His death, burial and resurrection.

Jesus knew that the disciples had been talking among themselves as to who was greatest in the kingdom. He explained that humility is what exalts. He that is greatest is the person that serves the others most. Jesus used a little child to explain both the attitude and the service that must be rendered. Those that serve a little child are serving the Lord.

Verses 36-50
Discipleship requires uncommon trust -- Mark 9:36-50 : In Mark 9:38-40 we read, "John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us. But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. For he that is not against us is on our part." This is a passage that has been twisted and perverted. This passage is used to say that we should accept anyone that says they are acting in Jesus" name. It is also applied as a proof that gospel preachers should refrain from exposing false teachers and telling people they are in religious error or immorality. The man casting out demons was not a false teacher. If he had been Jesus would have called him a false prophets or a bad tree. (Matthew 7:15-20) Jesus said this man is "on our part." John did not say the man was a false teacher, only "he followeth not us." There were many others not in the company of the apostles that were faithful disciples! This unidentified man, based on every indication we have, was a faithful disciple of Christ, teaching only the truth of God.

God wants us to serve others and to be careful not to offend. He warns us to careful avoid any that would offend or pull us away from God or any attitude that would cause us to be cast into hell. Those that do not turn away from God will be salted and preserved by His grace and mercy. Those that deny themselves and become a living sacrifice for Jesus will be preserved from eternal destruction. But as salt if it loses its saltines is fit for nothing, so you, if you lose your faith and love, are fit for nothing but to be utterly destroyed.

10 Chapter 10 

Introduction
Jesus Taught With Power
- Mark Ten -
Mark ten provides us with a look at some of the things that Jesus said and did as He reached the end of His personal ministry. As Jesus journeyed toward Jerusalem He spoke of marriage and of little children. Marriage is a contract between a man and a woman, not between two men or two women. I care not how many states pass laws to say men may marry men God still says it is an abomination. (Leviticus 18:22) Marriage is so sacred that it is a lifetime commitment. Divorce is not allowed for trivial causes. (Mark 10:6-9) Divorce and remarriage for any cause except for fornication violates God"s law. Jesus is not only concerned about marriage He is also concerned about little children. (Mark 10:16) Jesus said of children, "Of such is the kingdom of God."
A rich, young man "came running" to Jesus and "kneeled to him and asked" "what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" This man had many positive qualities. He had reverence for the Lord and he was concerned about spiritual matters. He had kept many of God"s commandments, but it grieved the Lord that he would not obey His commandments. He loved his money more than he loved his soul.

Our Lord had clear knowledge of His coming suffering and death as a sin sacrifice. (Mark 10:33-34) Jesus went willingly to the cross to provide our salvation. Thank God that we have a Savior. Christ died for us and He expects us to live for Him.

James and John are so typical of the many. They desired first places in the kingdom for their own personal glory. They said they could drink of the cup Jesus drank of and be baptized with the baptism he was baptized with. They were thinking of the crown when they should have been focused on the cross that they should bear. Jesus said, But "...Whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all." (Mark 10:43-44) Servants leave the world better, holier and happier than when they were born.

The chapter closes with Jesus healing a blind man named Bartimaeus. He cried to Jesus, "Son of David, have mercy on me." This blind man saw Jesus through faith. Our attitude must be the same. "Though now we see Him not, yet believing we rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory." (1 Peter 1:8) He did not allow others to stop him. He just kept his focus on Jesus. Jesus said to him, "Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole." Appreciation demanded that he follow Jesus in the way.

Verses 1-16
Jesus taught about divorce and children - Mark 10:1-16 : The Pharisees asked Jesus about divorce to trap Him. They believed in divorce for almost any cause (Deuteronomy 24:1), but Jesus did not believe that. (Matthew 5:32, Matthew 19:3-9) The fact that God has always hated divorce is borne out in Malachi 2:16. "For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away..." Marriage is the relationship that brings a man and woman together so that they become one flesh. The marriage relationship demands strong commitment. The only way marriage can honorably be dissolved is by death.

Jesus moved straight from marriage to talk about children. The parents wanted Jesus to touch their children and bless them. Oh, and notice that there is no mention of any infant baptism involved here. The disciples saw that children were being brought to Jesus and they began to rebuke those that brought them. Jesus was displeased with that and said, "Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God."
Verses 17-31
A rich, young man came to Jesus - Mark 10:17-31 : As Jesus went on His way he was approached quickly by a rich, young man. He wanted to know from Jesus how he could inherit eternal life. The young man showed much respect to Jesus. Scripture say that he came running up to Him, and began to kneel down in front of Him, and that he even called Him "Good Master." This very religious young man had obeyed God"s commandments from his youth. Jesus had compassion and pity for him. Jesus told him that he lacked one thing in order to have treasures in heaven. He told the young man to go and sell what he had and give to the poor. The poor, pitiful rich, young, ruler could not, or would not do it! He wanted to "inherit eternal life," but he wanted to do it his own way, not God"s way. This young man walked away from Jesus sad and lost.

Verses 32-34
Jesus foretold His death a third time - Mark 10:32-34 : Slowly but steadfastly Jesus made His way toward Jerusalem with His death, burial and resurrection in view. Well, if He knows what was going to happen to Him, why did He go to Jerusalem? Jesus gave very specific details about what would happen in Jerusalem. He said, (1) The Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes, (2) They shall condemn Him to death, (3) They shall deliver Him to the Gentiles, (4) They shall mock Him, (5) They shall scourge Him, (6) They shall spit upon Him, (7) They shall kill Him, and (8) The third day He shall rise again. To keep His disciples from being totally devastated He clearly promised His rising again from the dead.

Verses 35-52
Jesus dealt with James, John and Bartimaeus - Mark 10:35-52 : No sooner had the Lord spoken of His death, burial and resurrection before James and John came to Him with a request. It seems that Zebedee"s sons had been assuming that they were really something in the eyes of Jesus and in the other apostles" eyes as well. Therefore, they really felt that they maybe deserved a place of honor over anybody else. So they said, "Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory." (Mark 10:37) In order to benefit the understanding of all the disciples Jesus said, "Whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all." (Mark 10:43-44)

Bartimaeus, a blind beggar cried, "Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me." The crowd commanded Bartimaeus to "Shut up!" However, Jesus stopped to hear his request. Look back on blind Bartimaeus and see exactly how his faith was shown. His faith was shown in six ways: (1) He went to Jesus, (2) He believed in Jesus as the Messiah, (3) He refused to give up, even when others around him wanted him to, (4) He took off his garment when he saw that it was going to hinder his going to Jesus, (5) When Jesus called him, he immediately went to Him, and (6) After he was healed, he praised and followed Jesus. Do you and I have this same kind of faith in Jesus?

11 Chapter 11 

Introduction
The King Of Kings 
And Lord Of Lords
- Mark Eleven -
As Jesus made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem the people shouted Hosanna. "Hosanna" is a Hebrew word meaning Lord save now us now. Soon those same people cried "crucify Him." On the first day when Jesus entered Jerusalem ridding on the colt it was late. The Messiah riding into Jerusalem on a colt was the fulfillment of a prophecy made through Zechariah. (Zechariah 9:9) What will you do with the Messiah? Will you worship Him or reject Him?

The power of the Lord is seen as He condemned a fruitless fig tree. The apostles were amazed that the fig tree withered so quickly. Jesus explained to them the need for constant faith. He said, "Truly I tell you, whoever says to this mountain, Be lifted up and thrown into the sea! and does not doubt at all in his heart but believes that what he says will take place, it will be done for him." Jesus entered the Temple area and drove out those that were buying and selling there. He had previously cleansed the Temple at the beginning of His ministry. With much power and wisdom Jesus answered their questions about His authority. He answered their questions by asking a question of His own to them concerning John"s baptism.

Verses 1-11
The King enters Jerusalem - Mark 11:1-11 : Jesus approached Jerusalem from the east. Bethphage (house of figs), Bethany (house of dates), and the Mount of Olives were all very near to Jerusalem. The Mount of Olives provided a view of the entire city. Two disciples were sent to bring a colt that had never been ridden to Jesus. Zecheriah had predicted," O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." (Zecheriah 9:9) This is a prophecy that was likewise given early in the Bible concerning the Messiah in Genesis 49:10-11.

The reason the colt was taken was "the Lord has need of it." (Mark 11:3) The two disciples that were involved were good examples. They went as the Lord commanded and said what the Lord told them to say. Garments made a rough saddle for the colt; garments and branches provided a path for its feet. The colt provided no trouble for the Lord even though it was unbroken. The people shouted "Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord." (Mark 11:9) This is a quote from Psalms 118:26. Jesus was declaring Himself King of kings and Lord of lords. When Jesus entered it was late so He viewed the Temple and went to Bethany, the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.

Verses 12-19
Judgment against a fruitless tree and a filthy Temple - Mark 11:12-19 : The human side of Jesus is seen often in the gospels. Early the next morning as he journeyed from Bethany to Jerusalem He was hungry. He saw a fig tree that had leaves but no fruit. The tree was not doing what fig trees were supposed to do. It was condemned and the next day it had dried up from the roots. Just like the fig tree Israel did not do the job God sent them to do. They were to exalt God in their nation and also before the Gentiles. God"s desire was to draw all men unto Him. (Isaiah 56:1-6) Like the fruitless tree they failed.

In the temple Jesus found people buying and selling. They had turned the house of prayer into a den of robbers. A den of robbers is where the robbers go to escape, not where they go to do the robbing. The den was a place of safety. They went there to hide their evils. Is it the case that anyone ever attends church services just to hide their evils and feel safe thinking that no one will ever know? The hatred that the religious leaders felt for Jesus increased after He cleansed the Temple. They were now "seeking a way to destroy Him." When the evening came Jesus again went out of the city.

Verses 20-26
Judgment against the fruitless tree explained - Mark 11:20-26 : Within about twenty-four hours the fig tree had dried up from the roots. Peter seemed to have been the person that was so impressed with what had happened. He said, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered." (Mark 11:21) The Lord did not curse the fig tree in the sense of using profanity against it. He simply made a pronouncement against the tree that it would never bear fruit again. Jesus wanted the apostles to understand that a lack of faithful obedience had brought Israel to this fruitless condition. How surprised the apostles must have been when Jesus said to them, "Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith."

Jesus was not just talking about moving "a mountain," but He said "this mountain." Later all would understand the meaning of the fig tree when they observed the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple on that mountain. Jesus was not giving the apostles or anyone else the power to perform massive and nonsensical miracles. However, Jesus did want the great power of a believer's prayer to be understood. "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." (Mark 11:24) He again stressed the importance of a forgiving spirit if we are to be forgiven and have our prayers answered. If God punished Israel for her fruitlessness how could we expect Him to overlook fruitlessness in our day?

Verses 27-33
The authority of Jesus questioned - Mark 11:27-33 : Jesus was in the Temple teaching. The chief priests, scribes, and the elders wanted to know where He got His authority. They asked Him "By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority to do these things?" (Mark 11:28) They desired to embarrass Jesus by saying that He was neither God ordained or even qualified to preach. Therefore, they said that the people ought not to hear Him. Actually their questions were not bad, only their motives were bad. When something is taught by a preacher he should be able to give his authority for such teachings.

In response to their question Jesus asked, "Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man?" (Mark 11:30) This was a question that could not be ignored. They refused to answer Jesus" question. They reasoned, "If we say, "From heaven," he will say, "Why then did you not believe him?" But shall we say, "From man"?" -- they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was a prophet." How can a man live with himself when he will not be honest to his own convictions? In a few short days the resurrection would prove once and for all times where Christ received His authority from!

12 Chapter 12 

Introduction
The Widow's Two Mites
- Mark Twelve -
God described Israel as His personal vineyard. In Isaiah 5:7 He said, "For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant." There is not the least doubt that Jesus spoke this parable against the Jews that rejected all of God"s efforts to help them and they would soon kill His beloved Son. God had built a hedge around His people. He had blessed and protected them. Yet they continued in rebellion against His love and mercy. God sent His servants, the prophets; Israel treated them worse and worse. Stephen asked, "Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?" (Acts 7:52)

The Pharisees and Herodians tried to trap Jesus with questions about paying tax. He turned them away with the powerful statement, "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar"s, and to God the things that are God"s." (Mark 12:17) The Sadducees likewise took their turn in trying to trap Jesus. They asked Him a question about marriage and they too got a surprise answer. Jesus said, "For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven." (Mark 12:25) A scribe asked Jesus about the greatest commandment. The answer is familiar to all Christians, "thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment." As the chapter closed Jesus raised some questions about His relationship with David and did some amazing teaching about giving.

Verses 1-12
The Stone Rejected by men - Mark 12:1-12 : One of Jesus" most pointed parables was the parable of the wicked husbandmen. In the parable a certain man planted a vineyard, built a wall around it and dug a pit to crush the grapes in, built a lookout tower and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country. When it was harvest time, he sent a servant to get his share of the grapes. These servants represented God"s prophets. The Hebrew writer described what happened when God sent His prophets to the Jews. "They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth." (Hebrews 11:36-38)

Finally, the vineyard owner sent His son. The son was the Lord Jesus Christ. He was a prophet like Moses. (Deuteronomy 18:15) They said of the Son, "Let"s kill him! That way we can have it all for ourselves." (Mark 12:7) They knew He was the Son but they wanted to kill him anyway! Christ became the rejected Stone. (Psalms 118:22) The question was asked, "Now what will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants, and give the vineyard to others." (Mark 12:9) They had rejected the Son and the result would be judgment and destruction.

Verses 12-17
Jesus was questioned about taxes - Mark 12:12-17 : Some of the Pharisees and the Herodians were sent to Jesus for the purpose of entrapping Him in His speech. Their trap was baited with false flattery. They said, "Master, we know that thou art true, and carest for no man: for thou regardest not the person of men, but teachest the way of God in truth." Solomon said, "A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for his feet." (Proverbs 29:5)

Their question for Jesus was, "Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not?" They thought they had Jesus in a dilemma. They thought that He might say "Yes." If He said yes they believed that the Pharisees and the people would turn on Him. They also thought that there might be the possibility that He would say "No." If He said no that thought the Herodians and Romans would turn on Him. Jesus did not answer them directly. Instead He asked them to show Him a piece of money. The people marveled at Him when He said, "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar"s, and to God the things that are God"s."

Verses 18-34
Questions designed to trap Jesus - Mark 12:18-34 : The Sadducees denied that souls are immortal. They said that there is no resurrection, nor spirits nor angels. (Acts 23:8) They acted as if they wanted an explanation as to what was taught in Deuteronomy 25:5-6 concerning marriage. They approached Jesus with the story of seven brothers that all died childless after having this same woman as wife. Their question was, "when they arise whose wife shall she be for all seven had her?" Ignorance of the teaching of Scripture prompted this question. When we rise from the dead, "we neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven." (Mark 12:25)

A scribe heard the wise answers that Jesus had given to the other questions and thought He could ask a more difficult question. He asked Jesus to identify the greatest commandment. He must have thought that the Lord would have real trouble with his question. The Lord"s answer was both simple and profound. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment." (Mark 12:30-31) The quote concerning loving God was from Deuteronomy 6:4-5. We learn from Jesus" answer that there is but one true God and we also observe our responsibility toward Him. After this, no one dared to ask Jesus any more questions.

Verses 35-44
Jesus teaching in the temple -- Mark 12:35-44 : The Jews had to admit that Jesus was a descendant of David according to the flesh. However, they denied that He was divine or related to him in any spiritual way. Jesus quoted David as he said, "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool." The question ask to the Jews was how Christ could be both a son of David and also his Lord? The miraculous conception and virgin birth of Jesus is what makes it possible for Jesus to be David"s sons and also David"s Lord. (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:18-25) Jesus condemned the Pharisees and scribes because of their hypocrisy. (Mark 12:38-40)

Jesus observed the giving in the temple and He observes our giving. He saw the rich casting much into the treasury. Sadly, they made a big show of their giving. He likewise observed the giving of the poor. The Lord especially observed the giving of a poor widow. He said, "I tell you that this poor widow has put in more than all the others." It is not the amount that we give that the Lord observes, but the amount that we keep for ourselves. The poor widow made a sacrifice in her giving. The rich gave a larger amount but had much left and therefore did not make any real sacrifice.

If a person is wrong about Jesus Christ, he is wrong about salvation. Do you have a living faith that Jesus Christ is the Son of God?

13 Chapter 13 

Introduction
The Destruction Of Jerusalem
- Mark Thirteen -
Through inspiration we have been allowed to walk with Jesus though the Temple area and hear Him as He taught the people. Much of what He said had to do with God"s judgment against the Jewish nation because of their unfaithfulness. God had committed to their trust the work of preparation for His coming kingdom. They had failed miserably in this task. As they are leaving the Temple one of his disciples said to Him, "Master, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!" Jesus told them that it would all be destroyed. Later, in private, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked "Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?" These two questions form the basis for some sobering teaching by Jesus about the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world.

Mark chapter 13 should be studied along with Matthew 24 and Luke 21. Jesus closed His last public teaching with a lamentation over Jerusalem and with a solemn farewell to the Temple. Mark 13 begins with the words, "And as he went out of the Temple." Jesus" public ministry here comes to an end. He left the Temple never to enter it again. This scripture has been the breeding ground for much false teaching. Let us observe carefully what Jesus taught.

Verses 1-4
The question that was answered - Mark 13:1-4 : Jesus knew that the Jews were about to kill Him. Yet they were hypocritically saying, "If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets." (Matthew 23:30) He lamented over the terrible calamities that would come upon Jerusalem. "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." (Matthew 23:37-38) As they left the Temple for the last time the disciples asked Him to look at the beautiful stones and building. (Mark 13:1) How surprised the disciples must have been when Jesus replied, "There shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down." (Mark 13:2)

Jesus clearly meant that the Temple would be destroyed. Peter, James, John and Andrew asked Him privately, "Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign when all these things shall be fulfilled?" (Mark 13:4) Jesus understood their questions to be about the Temple. He described what would happened and then said, "Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done." (Mark 13:30) The disciples were not thinking about a second coming of Christ or the end of the world when they asked their question. They were thinking about the stones and the Temple!

Verses 5-13
False signs that might deceive - Mark 13:5-13 : Jesus warned the disciples that it was easy to be misled by false teachers. (Mark 13:5) Jesus did not say that these were things to look for to predict the coming of the destruction of Jerusalem. He said these are false signs that should not deceive people. False christs would come and they would deceive many. (Mark 13:6) There would be wars and rumors of war. They were not to be troubled by those things. (Mark 13:7-8) Earthquakes would happen at various places and famines would come. But they were not to be misled by these. (Mark 13:8) There would be severe persecution against Christians and some would even fall away. (Mark 13:9) All of these were false and misleading signs.

The Lord also showed the apostles that before the destruction of Jerusalem they would be delivered up to the councils and beaten. This would provide them opportunities to bear testimony to the Messiah. A large part of their work was to warn the Jews. God never sends judgment without first sending a warning. The Lord promised to be with His apostles even to the point of telling them what to say when they faced such trials for His cause. If people remain faithful to God they can depend on His blessings regardless of what circumstances might come. "I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust." (Psalms 91:2)

Verses 14-31
The true sign to watch for - Mark 13:14-31 :, Mark 13:14 described the true sign in these words, "But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains." Daniel spoke of the abomination of desolation in Daniel 9:26-27. The Romans were the abomination standing where it ought not to be. They would desolate the city and Temple. Luke wrote, "And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh." (Luke 21:20)

Jesus provided some pointed information about what to do when the real sign was observed. (1) Flee to the mountains, (2) If you are on the flat housetop do not even go back into the house, (3) Those in the fields should flee from there, (4) The destruction of Jerusalem will be worse for those that are pregnant or those that have small children, and (5) The desolation will be much more difficult if it is in winter. All of this fits perfectly with the destruction the Roman army brought against Jerusalem. The destruction would be a great tribulation when "the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken." (Mark 13:24-25) Such language was common in the Old Testament to refer to the fall of nations. (Isaiah 13:10, Isaiah 34:4-5) Just as seeing the sprouting of leaves on the fig tree lets you know that summer is near, so also the army surrounding Jerusalem let them know the certainty of coming destruction.

Verses 32-37
But of that day and hour - Mark 13:32-37 : There is an obvious change that takes place here. "But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father." (Mark 13:32) He no longer talks about "those days" but instead about "that day." "That day" is used in scripture to refer to the final day or the end of the world. (Matthew 7:22) No one know when that day will transpire.

Preparation is the key for facing "that day." "And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch." (Mark 13:37) The great message of the Bible is watch, be ready, and be faithful! We must be in a constant state of readiness for the Lord"s return.

Are you ready for "that day" to come?

14 Chapter 14 

Introduction
A Wicked Plot To Kill Jesus
- Mark Fourteen -
Mark described a wicked plot that was unfolding to put Jesus to death. The chief priests and the scribes were the ones Satan was using to carry out this diabolical plan. Often he uses those that seem powerful to accomplish his destructive end. As Jesus ate the Passover with His disciples He predicted that one of them would betray Him. The chief priests and scribes plotted to kill Jesus. Judas agreed that for thirty pieces of silver that he would deliver Jesus up to them.

In the Garden of Gethsemane the humanity of Jesus is again observed as He prayed and wept. While in the garden a large crowd came from the chief priests, scribes and elders. This must have been a frightening scene as this mob came in the middle of the night with torches and swords and clubs in their hands. The betrayer came and identified Jesus. All the disciples forsook Jesus and fled. As the mock trials of Jesus began Peter was in the crowd, observing from a distance what was happening. It was in that setting that Peter denied the Lord three times. He even "began to curse and swear saying, "I don"t even know the man you are talking about."

Verses 1-11
Preparation for Christ"s death - Mark 14:1-11 : The chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses designed a terrible plot to kill Jesus. It was just two days before Passover. The concern of these Jews was that if they killed Jesus during Passover time that the people would riot. Jesus was still staying at Bethany. That night He was eating in the home of Simon the leper. A woman came in with a very expensive bottle of perfume. She broke it open, poured the perfume on the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair. In John 12:3 she is identified as Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus. Judas and others scolded her and said, "Why such a waste? We could have sold this perfume for more than three hundred silver coins and given the money to the poor!" The value of the coins would have been equivalent to a year's wages. Jesus said, "Let her alone...She hath done what she could...Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her." (Mark 14:6-9)

In this amazing text Jesus said, "You will always have the poor with you. And whenever you want to, you can give to them." Followers of Christ always have plenty of opportunities to aid the poor and suffering. It is through serving the poor that our love for the Master is expressed. (Matthew 25:31-46) The closer we get to Him the more we will do for the poor. Giving to the poor is of no great value without it being done as a Christian and it being done with a spirit of love. (1 Corinthians 13:3) While helping to satisfy physical needs, we sometimes find opportunity to offer true spiritual help.

Verses 12-26
Sharing in the Supper of our Lord - Mark 14:12-26 : Preparation was made for eating the Passover. A man with a pitcher of water would lead them to an upper room at a certain house. (Mark 12:15) There the apostles prepared the Passover meal. As they were eating Jesus again talked of His betrayal. Each apostle began to ask if He was referring to them. He then identified Judas by saying, "It is one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish...woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born." (Mark 14:20-21)

As they were eating Jesus instituted the Lord"s Supper. After blessing and breaking the bread He said, "Take this. It is my body." He also gave thanks for the cup. He gave it to the disciples and they all drank some. He said, "This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many." He said the Communion was to take place in His kingdom or church. Communion is observed every Sunday and only on Sunday by faithful children of God. (Acts 20:7)

Verses 27-52
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane - Mark 14:27-52 : Jesus said, "All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." Jesus promised His resurrection and that He would go before them into Galilee. Peter protested saying that even if the others betrayed the Lord that he would not. Jesus said, "This very night before a rooster crows twice, you will say three times that you do not know me." Then all the apostles promised not to betray the Lord.

Jesus took Peter, James and John and went into a garden called Gethsemane, and He told them, "Sit here while I pray." Jesus was so sorrowful that He felt like He was dying. He asked the apostles to watch while He prayed. Jesus prayed "take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt." He was very saddened when He found the disciples sleeping. This led to Jesus" great statement, "The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak." The same scene was repeated twice more and after the third time the mob came to take Jesus. Judas betrayed Him with a kiss. Peter made a feeble defense of Jesus by cutting off a man"s ear with a sword. Concerning those that fled Mark"s gospel says, "One of them was a young man who was wearing only a linen cloth. And when the men grabbed him, he left the cloth behind and ran away naked."

Verses 53-72
The denial and trial of Jesus - Mark 14:53-72 : Over the next several hours Jesus was dragged from one to another and went through several mock trials. During this time Peter followed from afar. Many false charges were raised against Jesus. The High Priest was shocked that Jesus would not defend Himself. Finally he asked, "Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am." This led the High Pries and others to say Jesus was worthy of death. "Some of the people started spitting on Jesus. They blindfolded him, hit him with their fists, and said, "Tell us who hit you!"

It was against this background that Peter denied three times that he knew the Lord. At first a servant girl said to Peter "you were with Jesus." He denied saying, "That is not true! I do not know what you are talking about." A second time a girl said, "This is one of them. And he denied it again." A little later they said, "Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean...But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of whom ye speak." Right away the rooster crowed a second time. Peter remembered the words of Jesus "Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times." He went out and wept bitterly. Both Judas and Peter had denied the Lord. But their final conduct was far different. Judas destroyed his life through suicide while Peter repented through godly sorrow.

15 Chapter 15 

Introduction
Truly This Man Was The Son Of God
- Mark Fifteen -
Jesus was sent to Pilate for trial. Pilate judged Jesus for himself. He knew that Jesus was innocent yet he did not have enough backbone to release Him. He released Barabbas instead. Pilate scourged Jesus, likely hoping that this punishment would be enough to satisfy the people. He was mocked and humiliated in every possible way by the soldiers. They (1) Put a purple robe on Him, (2) Platted a crown of thorns for His head, (3) Saluted Him and said "Hail, King of the Jews," (4) Hit Him on the head with a reed, (5) Spit upon Him, and (6) They bowed their knees and worshipped Him.

The Romans accused Jesus of trying to contend for the throne in Judah. The charge that they made against Him was written over His head on the cross, "The King of the Jews." Jesus was crucified with two robbers. Death on a cross was a horrible physical experience. Bearing the sins of the world was a far more dreadful thing to go through. They taunted Jesus saying, "Save yourself, and come down from the cross!" "He saved others; he cannot save himself." Even "they that were crucified with him reviled him." At the death of Jesus there was an earthquake and the "curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom." One of those that helped with the crucifixion said, "Truly this man was the Son of God."

A number of women that were faithful to Jesus followed Him to the end. Jesus was buried by Joseph of Arimathea. He laid Him in his own new tomb and sealed it with a large rock.

Verses 1-20
Jesus was tried and condemned -- Mark 15:1-20 : The Jews charged Jesus with blasphemy because He called Himself the Son of God. Jesus was tried before Pilate, a weak leader that would do anything to maintain peace. He even allowed a man that He knew was innocent to be crucified. Many false charges were made against Jesus. In what seemed like total disdain for Jesus Pilate asked, "Art thou the King of the Jews?" Pilate, like many today, did not understand that Jesus" kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. (John 18:36) Upon examination Pilate found no bases for the charges made against Jesus. He desired to release Him. His custom was to release one prisoner at that time of the year. He asked, "Do you want me to free the king of the Jews?" He did this because he knew that envy or jealously had caused them to bring these charges against Jesus. The Jewish leaders asked that Barabbas be released. Concerning Jesus they shouted, "Crucify Him!" They said to him concerning Jesus, "If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar"s friend." (John 19:12)

Verses 21-32
The Crucifixion of the Lord Jesus -- Mark 15:21-32 : Are you prepared to die? Death is the inevitable as far as this world is concerned. Jesus was prepared to die. However, His death was much different from ours. He died as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. As He stood trial before Pilate He was innocent of the charges, but He was condemned nevertheless. Jesus was mocked, mistreated, abused and misused in many horrifying ways. Crucifixion was a death reserved for the worst of criminals. "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." (Galatians 3:13) Jesus was crucified outside of the city of Jerusalem at a place called Golgotha. This place was also called "a place of a skull." The person being crucified would carry their own cross. Simon of Cyrene was compelled to carry Jesus' cross for Him. Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus. Both of these were names of men that later were faithful in God"s service. Jesus refuses to be drugged by wine mixed with myrrh. He bore our sins with His full consciousness. His pain was not deadened at all. He felt every ounce of suffering the pain of our sins. When they had crucified Him they parted His garments, casting lots for them. When they had crucified Him they wrote over Him, "The King of the Jews." When they had crucified Him they crucified two thieves with Him. This fulfilled the statement of Isaiah 53:12, "He was numbered with the transgressors." When they had crucified Him they also mocked and humiliated Him. "Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." (1 John 4:10) Do you love Jesus? Are you serving Him as King of Kings?

Verses 33-41
The Death of the Lamb of God -- Mark 15:33-41 : Darkness was over the entire land from the sixth hour until the ninth hour. This darkness was another of the great miracles of the Bible. This was one of the many wonders that proved Jesus to be the Son of God. At about three in the afternoon "Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (Mark 15:34) Separation had taken place because Jesus was dying for our sins. As Jesus suffered for the sins of the world He gave this quote from Psalms 22:1. He felt separated and forsaken. When David wrote the psalm he felt that he was forsaken by God. However, he came through many events realizing that God was still there for him. "For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard." (Psalms 22:24) Jesus knew the psalm and He also knew that same powerful truth! When Jesus gave up the ghost the veil of the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom. The response of the centurion was, "Truly this man was the Son of God." This was another powerful sign. It was designed to show that the Old Testament had been fulfilled.

Verses 42-47
The burial of Jesus by Joseph of Arimathaea -- Mark 15:42-47 : The burial of Jesus was also a significant event. When Paul described the gospel he said that "Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) It is amazing that none of the disciples came to claim the body of Jesus. Joseph of Arimathaea requested permission from Pilate to be allowed to give Jesus a proper burial. The Bible tells us that Joseph was a good and just man who also himself waited for the kingdom of God. When Pilate knew for certain that Jesus was dead he gave permission to Joseph to take the body. He buried the body of Jesus in a tomb in a garden. He was "with the rich in his death." (Isaiah 53:9) Joseph "bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulcher." As a large stone was rolled over the mouth of the grave "Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid." The Lord died so that you might live! What will you do with Jesus?

16 Chapter 16 

Introduction
The Resurrection And Salvation
- Mark Sixteen -
Early the first day of the week Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome went to the tomb of Jesus with sweet spices, that they might anoint Him. They were concerned about who would roll away the huge stone from the sepulcher. They were unaware that "the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it." (Matthew 28:2) The tragedy of the crucifixion was over-shadowed by the joy of the resurrection. God raised Jesus to life again. "Why seek ye the living among the dead?" (Luke 24:5) The empty tomb was the beginning of the disciples being totally convinced that Jesus was the Messiah.

The angel told the women to go and tell the disciples, and especially Peter, that Jesus would meet them in Galilee. They went immediately to deliver the Lord"s message. As the risen Savior revealed Himself to His followers they became convinced that He was Lord and Christ. When Jesus began to appear His first appearance was to a woman. "He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils." At first the disciples were reluctant to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead. Even when they heard from the two disciples that had walked on the road to Emmaus with Jesus they still did not believe. Later Jesus appeared to His eleven disciples as they were eating. He rebuked them because they were too stubborn to believe the ones who had seen Him after His resurrection.

Jesus" last words reminded the apostles of their mission on earth. He said, "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." (Mark 16:15-16) Salvation must be preached to every creature. The believing apostles were promised miraculous sings to confirm their words as the preached. This was a promise for the apostles to do miracles. It was never a promise that all believers in Jesus would do wonders.

Verses 1-8
The resurrection of Jesus - Mark 16:1-8 : The disciples of Jesus were sad and disillusioned. Their hearts were broken. They had not yet grasped the truth that on the third day Jesus would rise from the dead. (John 20:9) The disciples were downhearted yet they still loved Jesus. After the Sabbath has passed, Mary Magdalene, Salome, and Mary the mother of James bought some spices to anoint the body of Jesus. As they approached the tomb the women discussed the matter as to who would roll away the stone. How surprised they were when they saw that the stone had already been rolled away. They were also shocked to see a young man in a white robe sitting in the tomb. The man told the women not to be alarmed. He knew that they were looking for Jesus from Nazareth, who was nailed to a cross. The message was that Jesus is not here, God has raised Him to life again. The women were told to go tell the apostles and they were to specifically tell Peter.

Verses 9-14
The appearances after the resurrection - Mark 16:9-14 : The empty tomb was one great proof that Jesus was resurrected. An even greater proof of the resurrection was the post resurrection appearances of Jesus. He first appeared to Mary Magdalene. Jesus then appeared to two disciples as they walked on the Emmaus road. After that Jesus appeared to His eleven disciples as they were eating. Paul wrote about the appearances of Jesus in 1 Corinthians 15:5-8. He said Jesus, "was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time." There were many eyewitnesses to the resurrection. Our forgiveness of sins would be impossible without the resurrection of Jesus.

Verse 15-16
The great commission of Jesus - Mark 16:15-16 : Jesus gave His apostles the great commission. (Mark 16:15-16) The commission begins with the word "go." Some how we have the idea that the lost need to come to us. So today, in most cases, the church sits and waits for the lost. The commission continues with "go into all the world." God"s desire is that everyone hears the good news of Jesus Christ. We must be working among all kinds of people to teach the gospel to everyone. We must get up, get out of our houses or church buildings and teach people about Jesus. As we go we must preach the gospel to every creature. Concerning the preaching Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." We must believe that Jesus is the Christ. (Acts 2:36) Let us carefully observe that belief alone is not enough. (James 2:19-24) He also said, "...and is baptized will be saved." Baptism is immersion in water. It is necessary for salvation. Jesus said that both belief and baptism are necessary for salvation. Baptism is for the forgiveness of sins. (Acts 2:38) A part of the commission also says, "He that believeth not shall be damned." Jesus is showing that a person will not obey God by being baptized if he or she does not believe.

Verses 17-20
The word was confirmed by miracles - Mark 16:17-20 : Jesus said, "These signs shall follow them that believe." (Mark 16:17) "Them that believe" refers to the eleven. (Mark 16:14) The antecedent of "they" is the eleven apostles. It cannot refer to the singular "he" in Mark 16:16. Mark 16:17-18 are probably two of the most misused verses in the entire Bible. Some say these verses are not a part of the original text. This is a grievous error. Others use these verses to try to prove questionable, so-called miracles, like handling snakes in worship. Those things do not fit the Bible pattern. Mark 16:20 says, "And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen." The "they" and "them" of Mark 16:20 is the same people that were spoken to in Mark 16:19, "So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God." The problem that the apostles were dealing with was unbelief. (Mark 16:14) A strong faith would lead them to carry out the great commission. (Mark 16:15-16) As they went forth with the gospel they would do genuine miracles to prove their message. (Mark 16:17-18) After the ascension of Jesus to the right hand of God the faith of the apostles had grown and they went forth to preach in all the world as commanded by Jesus. As they went forth the Lord worked with them, "confirming the word with signs following."

Those that do the Lord"s commandments will be blessed with an entrance into heaven and with the tree of life. (Revelation 22:14) To become a Christian, you must hear God"s word (Romans 10:17), believe in Jesus (Mark 16:16), repent of sins (Acts 17:30), confess Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9-10) and be baptized for remission of sins. (Mark 16:16) After your baptism into Christ, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15)

